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present day, had one recommendation. It enabled
those who employed it to find a basis for their
religious life in the sacred boots, without being
limited by the immediate meaning of those parts
of the Bible which expressed the moral and religious
ideas of an earlier time. It served, in fact, the
same purpose, which in more modern times has been
served by the theory of evolution, enabling men to
connect the present with the past without allowing
that connexion to become a hindrance to progress.
We may realise how great a service this was, if we
remember how in modern times, as among our own
Puritans and Covenanters, the acceptance of the Old
Testament as equally inspired with the ITew. produced
a reactionary tendency to confuse Christianity with
Judaism. Such misconceptions were to a great degree
precluded by the allegorical method of interpretation.
Still we must acknowledge that it was, after all, an
arbitrary and unscientiic method, and that it alto-
gether precluded a true view of the religious history
of man, which must neither deny the fundamental
identity of man with himself in all ages, nor the
difference of the phases through which he has had
to pass in his development.

In considering Philo's theology we have to
remember the: characteristics of the two terms
between which he is seeking to mediate. His task
is to translate Hebrew conceptions into their Greek